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F (2) 
Prov. 10. part of verſe g. 
He who walketh uprightly walketh ſurely, 


r HESE Words, being one of Solomon's wife Obſer. 7 
vations relating to the Conduct of human Life, do 


not only exhibit. the Character of an upright, or of 


an exactly juſt, and downright honeſt Man *; but they do 


alſo intimate the happy iſſue of meriting that Denomination ; 
If we mark the perfect Man and behold the upright, for the 
end of that Man is peace. Pſal. 37. 37. Thus he who walketh 


uprightly walketh ſurely. Where the Ways of a Man, and 
the walking in thoſe Ways, as otherwhere in the Scripture 
Phraſe, [ Gen. 6. 12. Fob 17.9. P/al. 37. 2. Prov. 16.9. 17. 
&c. ] are Expreſſions importing the Conſtant Courſe and Te- 
nor of a Man's Life and Actions. Conſequently then, to walk 
uprightly, or imperfection, Pſal. 101. 2. is all one as for a ; 
Man to behave himſelt wiſely, and to do good; to walk 
with a perſect heart; Phil. 1. 10. or, to approve things that 


ae excellent, that he may be ſincere and without offence. 


And ſuch a Man, whoſe Aims are juſt and good, whoſe 3 
Intentions are unmixed and ſincere, and all whoſe Actions are 
ſaitable, and of a piece, is neither perplexed in his way, nor 
eaſily turned out of it; but he rather goes chearfully on, in 
a ſteady and even, in an upright and direct Courſe of action; 


and is bleſſed in his deed. 


The ſenſe of the words (thus briefly explained) may be 
ſummꝰd up in the following Propoſition,” namely, That up- 
right walking, or honeft and fair dealing, is the only ſure, or 
ſecure, walking; or tis what will prove the beſt Policy in 
the End: not only as it makes a Man's preſent Condition eaſy * 
to himſelf and others, but alſo as it will ſecure unto him 


peace at the laſt, 


And the better to make this appear, I. purpoſe, God will- 


ing, to conſider, 
Firſt, The excellency of upright walking, the better to 
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inform the Underſtanding in the Nature, and ſome of the Pro- 

3 ties, or it, Then, | 
3 Secondly, The more effectually to move the Will to cloſe 

Vith it, I ſhall ſhew the Wiſdom of it alſo. And 

el. Laftly, To engage our affections to delight in it, as up- 
do right * walking is not only agreeable unto, and perfective, of 
our Nature: but promotes our Happineſs alfo, I ſhall cloſe all 
do with ſome few words of Application to our ſelves. And firſt, 
n; ſor the better underſtanding of the Nature, and ſome of the 
he Properties, of upright walking, I am briefly to conſider the 

tn IF excellency of it. | | 
nd ln the General then, Solomon the Wife informs us, Than 
rc an Upright Man is one who feareth the Lord: Prov. 14. 2. 
7: That, (as may be reaſonably preſumed, as well by his pro- 
— 2 poſing the beſt End, has by making choice of the moſt agree- 
alk able Means to compaſs it by.) He who walketh uprightly 
is a Man of Underſtanding alſo. Prov. 15.21. And that as 
a)k Zſach, he is one of an excellent Spirit; Prov. 17. 27. or of a 
hat cool, ſedate, and governable Temper, To evidence which 
in rhe derail, from ſome few Particulars of a great many, 
ole Mwhich go to the making up the upright Man's diſtinguiſhing 
are of Charader, you may p'eaſe to obſerve, thar he being one 
who evermore acts upon ſtaunch and fixed Principles, is not 
toſſed up and down, like a Wave of the Sea, driven with 
every Wind: Fames 1.6. But being ſtill uniformly the ſame 
ſteady Man, without wavering; he is always conſiſtent with 
himſelf, neither does he appear to be what he is not, nor is 
he whar he docs not appear to be. He is one who ever ſetteth 
ot Bod before him, 5 16. 8. and therefore he walketh as 
* ontinually in his fight, whoſe Eyes do run through the Earth, 
peholding the evil and the good. Prov. 15. 3. . 
T be revealed Law of God is the complete Rule both of 
Dis Faith and of his Actions too; neither will he in any wiſe 
ill decline from it, either in the Profeſſion of the One, or in the 
Practiſe of the Other: but he readily doth, what God has 
ommanded, he leaves undone, what God has forbidden, and 
FX * Beara vita eſt conveniens nature ſuæ. Seneca de bitd beats, cap. 30. 
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| moſt ſolitary Retirements, that he is in Places of publick Re- fol 


(4) 85 
believes in his heart, whatever God, by his Voice of Revela - 
tion, has made the Object of his Faith, even though it be a- 
bove the Comprehenſion of his Reaſon. In a word, be isa 
Child of Faithful Abrabam, who walked before God, and 
was peſect: Gen. 17. 1. That is, his Perfection ſtandeth in 
his Integrity as holy Job's did; Fob 1. I. who was perfect and 
upright : one who feared God and eſchewed evil: Chap. 2 
3. one who held faſt his Integrity, and who till he died would 
not remove it from him. Chap. 27. 5. N 

As to his Neighbour, the Upright Man loves him as him- 
ſelf ; Matth. 19. 19. and never doth to others, but as he 
would contentedly be done by. Chap. 7. 12. And therefore 
though he ſweareth to, or faithfully promiſeth him any thing, 
to his owa hurt ( provided the Performance be not finful ) he 
changeth not; P/. 15.4. but is evermore bolt ſteady in hu 
Purpoſe, and juſt to his Word ; and 1 he guidetb 
his Affairs with diſcretion. P/. 112. 5. He therefore is not a- 
fraid of evil Tydings, becauſe his heart is fixed, and he truſt. a: 
eth in the Lord: hk 7. 8. Yea, becauſe his heart is ſtabliſh- 2? 
ed, he ſhall not ſhrink, nor fear what Man can do unto him. 
In ſhort, if the Upright Man's Conſcience ſhould at any time 
yield, or give way to his temporal Intereſt, it then could not 
be, what be always exerciſes himſelf that it may be; I mean, Si. 
— of offence toward God, and toward Man. Acts 24. 16. 
or, bu 
Laſtly, as to himſelf, the Upright Man is the ſame, in the Meat 


ſort; as well knowing that God is about his Path, and about 


bis Bed, and ſpieth out all his Ways. F/ 139. 3. He is ſober 8 


and vigilant, and is therefore not eaſily nor often ſurprized, hi 
either with the Evil of Sin, or with the Temptation to it. 1 pott 
Pet. 5. 8. His Soul is like that of a weaned Chid,his Rcaſon 5 Wa! 
kept in the Saddle, his Will is obſequious to its Dictates, and 


his Paſſions are under its government and direction. P/ I 31.2. Roc 
And thus, where the Grace of God, and the ſecret Influences As ( 
of his Spirit are prevalent (and without theſe we can do no- up- 
thing) there a Man of Probity and Sincerity ordereth hu fert 
Converſation right, E/. 50, 23. and adorneth the 2 oi eg 
| i . O0 


ela- God his Saviour in all things; Tit 2. 10. as being righteous 
Ee 2 before God. and walking in all the Commandments of the 
2 182 Lord blameleſs; Luke I. 6. that is, in an entire, tho not in 
and a ſialeſs Obedience; or in an Obedience of lategrity, tho 
h in not of Perfection. This is the prevailing Principle over a 
and wiſe and upright Man's Actions, and which keeps him ſted- 
b. 2. faſt in all his ways! In a word, this affords ſuch a Man pre- 
ould ſent Peace, and future Security too; as it makes him as happy 
as his Nature is capable of being here, and as he can deſire or 
im- expect to be hereafter. i 

be And thus it appears how excellent a thing in it ſelf, and 
fore withal how agreeable to human Nature, Upright Walking 
ing, is; as alfo how reputable it is, as it makes a Man a Praiſe in 


) he the Earth, and gives him Credit, Confidence, and a Good 


1 hs Name among Men; at once exalting his Nature, and pro- 
deth moting his Happineſs. : 
ot a- And thus the Upright Man walketh ſurely ; that is, boldly, 


ruſt. and therefore in ſecurity, even tho? it be thorough the Valley 

liſh- of the Shadow of Death: Pſal. 23. 4. yet he therefore feareth 

him. no Evil, becauſe, his God being with him, he can wilfully 

ume do none. | 

not Having briefly ſhewn the Excellency of an Upright and 

can, Sincere Converſation, I advance to conſider, 

16. Secondly, the Wiſdom of it alſo, As it is not only the beſt, 
but alſo the wiſeſt, courſe that a Man can take, to be both 


| the eaſie and happy too. This may be made appear from the 
Re- following Conſiderations. As | 
bout 1. The Upright Man therefore walketh ſurely, becauſe he 


s ſecure of his being in the right way. And to walk ſurely in 
this regard, is no ſmall comfort to a weary Pilgrim. On the 
1 Other hand, to be rackt with continual fears or falling: into 
ons Park and ſlippery Places; of being miſſed by crooked By- 
and ways, or of being caſt down a Precipice, or into a Bogg, is, 
2. Even to ſuch, who may there fear, Pſ. 53. 5. where no fear 
Is (ot need be) and much more to thoſe who wilfully run on 
no. upon thoſe Scenes of horror, extremely, and to the laſt degree, 
1 hu Recrible and amazing. But then, the Man of Probuy and In- 
e of egrity is, in a great meaſyre, freed from, and unacquainted 
4 A Z with, 


with, that Torment; as bei 


the purſuit of his way. And the reaſon of ſuch his Security 


ng neither greatly perplexed in 9 
the Search, nor much tioubled with over · nice Scruples in the 
Choice, nor much leſs ſtopt with needleſs Deubts or Fears, in 


is, becauſe all the ways of Virtue and Truth are direct and 


uniform, and ſo ſtrait and even, that they lie open to the 


view of Men of the meaneſt Capacities, of the leaſ Experi- 


ence and ſmalleſt Improvements. The Way of Wiſdom is 


the plain Man's Path to Heaven; and being ſo, a good Man I 


may goon with the ſame eaſe and pleaſure in it, with which 5 


Aid and Aſſiſtance, to direct and to keep him ſteady in his 


way, the Wiſe Man's Advice can never come out of ſcaſon. 


Let thine Eyes look right on, and let thine Eye-lids look 


ſtraight before thee — Turn not to the Ri ght- han d, 3 3 


the Left. Prov. 4. 25, 27. 

Nor is the Way of the Upright, only an High-way, in 
the Language of the Prophet, Eſay 35. 8. and therefore ſo 
plain a way, as the way-faring Men tho? Fools, or Men of 
no deep thought or penetration, ſhall not err in: But which 
is yet more, the Path of the Juſt 13 as a ſhining Light, which 
ſhineth more and more unto the perfect Day. Prov. 4. 18. So 
that, herein does the Wiſdom of the Upright Man's Choice 
appear; namely, as his Integrity ſhall guide bim, and as the 


Righteouſneſs of the Perfect ſhall direct his going in the way. | 4 


Prov. 11. 3, 5. But, 


„ 


ing ſecure of his Way, and of his going on towards Perfecti- 
on in it: but alſo as he proceeds on * firm ground, and walks 


ſecurely, becauſe ſteadily, in his way. And as this is an Ar- 4 


gument of great Wiſdom, ſo tis alſo of a prudent Conduct: 


But not finding theſe in himſelf, the Man of Integrity, as the 


— — ?—ä 


* Quid prohibet nos beatam yitam dicere liberum animum & ercctum, 
& interritum, ac ſtabilem, extra metum, extra cupiditatem poſitum, 
cui unum bonum, Honeſtas, unum malum, Turpitudo ? l 
Beata ergo vita eſt in retto, certoq; judicio ftabilita & immutabilis. 
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he fir ſt enter'd it, la order whereunto, next to the Divine 


© Secondly, It merits Conſideration alſo, that he who walketh f 
uprightly walketh alſo ſurely ; not only; in reſpect of his be- 


Man after God's own Heart, who was ſuch, heretofore did, 
prays to God, and often faith ; Hold thou up my Goings in 
thy Paths, that my Foot; ſteps {lip not. Pſal. 17. 5. 

And thus appointed, he launches forth, and ſteers an even 
Courſe, over the raging Waves of this troubleſome World; 
* which tho he frequently meets with tempeſtuous Storms, 


ri ·¶ and a rough Sea, which ſomerimes make him afraid: Vet he 


ever has Hope for an Anchor, and his Integrity as a Ballaſt, to 
3 buoy him up, an keep him ſteady in his Courſe, to ſecure him 
from ſinking, and at laſt to watt him fate into the Haven of 
his Reſt, or the Place where he would be. 
However, in the mean time, a Good Man enjoys a conti- 
nual Calm, and a ſettled Tranquility of Mind within himſelf ; 
ven at the ſame time, all without and around him is full of 
Tumult and Confuſion. 
ln a word, the Upright Man would have ſuch a Command 
over himſelf, or his own Temper, as rarely (if ever) to ſuf- 
fer himſelf to be ruffled wit the violent Guſts and Tranſports 


of unruly Paſſion, as never to be warped by wilful Humour, 


1 nor much leſs to be ever carried oft by his Intereſt to do any 
ill thing. 


No, he obſerves and conſtantly keeps to a ſmooth and ſtea- 
ice dy tenor of Action, and continues ſteadfaſt and unmoveable 
he ia all his ways; being in nothing like to thoſe muny- minded 
1y, Men, who, as they are at variance with, and divided withia 
end againſt themſelves, Fames 1. 8. do teel to and fro, and 
eth A rapper like a drunken Man, and are at their Wit's end. Pal. 
de- 07. 27. 

i- Bur Thirdly, It is to be conſidered alſo, That there is no 
Iks ſeſs Pleaſure than Safety in the way of Uprightneſs. 

\r- For the Man who only aims at what is jult and fair in his 
X: Pealings, may in reaſon expect to find the moſt Friends, and 
he We feweſt Enemies; and being acceptable to God, and ap- 


Proved of Men, Ram. 14. 18. He whilſt under the ſhadow. 
t che Almighty's Wings, is not only in Safety and at Peace, 
nis Uprightneſs will always preſerve him; Pſal. 25. 21. 
Put he has an inward Pleaſure and Satisfaction alſo, which, 
lulc from the Teſtimony. of a Conſcience void of Offences, 
= —_ and, 


(8) N 
and which are ſo great, and beyond all imagination ſurpri- 
Zing, as not to be found out, but by ſuch only, who have 
pleaſure, or do delight therein. Inſomuch that all ſenſual 1 
Joys, which are but for a Moment in compariſon with that! 
am now ſpeaking of, are lighter than Froth and Vanity it 
ſelf. Indeed there may be falſe Fires of a fort of Mock- joy, 
bur theſe do ſoon expire in a tranſient Blaze. So that even 
in ſuch Laughter the Heart is ſorrowful; Prov. 14. 13. and 
the end of that Mirth is Heavineſs. But then cn the other 
hand, the wiſe Man informs us, that the Hope of the Rigb- 
reous is Gladneſs : Prov. 10. 28. And that it is Joy to the 
Juſt to do Judgment. Prov. 21. 15. th 
In ſhort, to do juſtly and to love Mercy, as well as to walk 
humbly with God, Micah G. 8. is not only to do what the 
Lord requires of us, and conſequently bat beſt becomes us: 
But belt alſo are the Ways of Wiſdom, all whoſe Ways are 
Ways of Pleaſantneſs, and all whaſe Paths are Peace. Prov. 
3- 17. 2 
And thus it appears how happy they are, who love the . 
Good and hate the Evil; foraſmuch as Light is ſown for the 
Righteous, and joyful Gladneſs for the Upright in Heart. 
P/al. 97. 11. Neither is this all yet; but we are further to 
conſider, 3 
That Fourthly, The Way of the Upright is a reputable, a 
well as a ſecure, ſafe, and pleaſant Way. For good Men are 


deſervedly eſteemed, and ordinarily their Credit riſes in ſome % 
proportion to their Merit. Their Virtues will ſo ſhine to the 
World, as to create a Confidence in other Men, to diſtinguiſh 
them above their Fellows, and to eſtabliſh ſo ſtaunch a Repu- "% 
tation or good Name among Men, as is better than precious 
Ointment, Eccleſ. 7, I. and rather to be choſen than great 
Riches. Prov. 22.1. b 
Tis therefore an honorary Reward due to Virtue, and no 
mean Inducement to it, That it recommends a Man to the Fa- 
vour of the Great, and to the Acceptance of the Good. 80 ito j 
that a Man dextrous in the Diſpatch, and faithful in the Exe- 3 
Anion of any Buſineſe, to which he applies himſelf; is ſeldom hi 
No the Crowd, but is foon takea notice of, and ſometimes Able 
* * 9 Advanced 
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i- advanced to ferve his Prince or his Country in ſome Publick 
ve poſt or Station. His Light ſhall riſe in Obſcurity, and his 
Darkneſs ſhall be as the Noon-day. Iſai. 58. 10. The wiſeſt 
Jof Kings took notice of this when he ſaid Prov. 22. 29. 
eeſt thou 8 Man diligent in bz Buſineſs ? be ſhall Band before 
Kings, be (ball not ſtand before mean Men. 
Now that what I affirm of this particular Virtue, is equally 
Ztrue of the reſt, is evident from hence; That thoſe who leaſt 
deſerve it, do yet affect the Credit and Reputation due to 
b. Virtue; which at the ſame time, they do envy and regret in 
the others better deſerving than themſelves. And this they have 
the Confidence to do, when they have abandoned, caſt off, and 

alk ſhaken hands with, thoſe Virtues, the Praiſe and Reward of 
Zwhich, they could neverthclcfs be well content to be thought 
: worthy of. | 

Nay, the Way of the Upright obtains the general Applauſe 
and Approbation, not only of Good Men, but even of the 
Bad too; who, tho they take the contrary Courſe, and have 
little or no Reputation of their own, do yet fo far promote 
that of juſt Men, as to chuſe much rather to have to do with 
Men of Conſcience and Honour, of Probity and Honeſty, in 
their Dealings, than with thoſe of their own Stamp and Cha- 
Facter. And yet in thus j uſtifying others, they do evidently 
condemn themſelves. | | 
are Beſides, when a Man's Ways are ſo direct, as to pleaſe the 
me Lord, they. do not only give him a fair Reputation in the 
the World, and make all Men ſpeak well of him: Bur they do 
iſh alſo derive the Bleſſing of God upon what he takes in band, 
pu- and make him proſperous and ſuccesful in it. 
ous *F - Indeed, the Race is not always to the ſwift, nor the Battle 
reat o the ſtrong, neither yer Bread to the wiſe, nor Riches to 
Mien of Underſtanding, nor Favour to. Men of Skill; Eceleſ. 
. 11. but Time and Chance he ppeneth to chem all. 


no 
Fa- And yet, that it ſometimes falls out otherwiſe, is ſufficient 
80 to juſtify the Providence of God, who can reward Virtue in 


e Jach ways, as at preſent we cannot comprehend. - However 
lom 1 his is moſt certain, that Virtye. being agreeable to a reaſon... 


mes Able Nature, and abſtragting from all other, is ſo for us own 


cel Rewar, 


. gr Im emoan, or ů * > - 


Gatrs. Jo true in this ſenſe, tho* ſpoken in another, are 
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10 
Reward, That it is not only the Glory of a Man: but it vil 55 
allo raiſe him up a Name, give him a preeminence among fi 
his Friends and cauſe his very Enemies to praiſe him in the | © 


thoſe words of the Palmilt ! Men will praiſe thee when thou b 2 
doeſt well to thy ſelf. Pſ. 49. 18. Oace more and 2. 
+ 'Fifthly, As the Upright * in all he deth, propoſes the in 
Glory of God, and the Univerſal Benefit of Mankind, __ 4 
excluding his own, in all juſt and reaſonable ways) as the 
principal: Eng of his Actions ; So he does accordingly pyrſue 
that End, by ſuch means as are moſt ſuitable in their Nature, 
and-nioſt effactual in their Operation to compatls it by. $ 

For the Upright Man readily believes, and therefore wiſe- 
ly conſiders, that for this purpoſe the Son of God was mani- 
felted, rhat He might deſtroy the works of the Devil. 1 Fat 4 
3. 8. And furthermore, that the Grace of God, that bringeth hi 
Salvation, appeared to all Ven, to teach us, Tit#s 3. 11, 12. 
That deny ing Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts, we ſhould live 
ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly, in this preſent World. Con- J 
ſequently then, tis in vam to ſay, or pretend, that we abid | 
in Chriſt, as the Branch abideth in the Vine, Except we o 
walk, even as He walked. Jobn 15. 4. 1 J. 2. G. 

And therefore, an 1/#aelite indeed will walk godly in chis | 
preſent World: as God is good, and He doech good. For, An, 
tho in the former laſtance, no Man can vie with his Maker; 0 i 
Pſ. 119. 68. yet in the latter, the Upright Man, as a dear * ati 


vc 


Child, Epbeſ. 5. 1. is an Imitator of his Heavenly Father, f 
agd lde all he can now, to conform himſelf to His Image gar. 
and likeneſs, in whom alone all Perfection dwelleth, that he I { 


may hereafter be with him, lee Him as He is in Glory, and i 
enjoy Him for ever.. 4 
And beſides, his juſt, and chatiteble, and merciful dealings % 
by Man, keep pace with his Piety to God; for, he worketh 
Righteoulneſs, and ſpeaketh the Trutb in his beart. Pſ. 15.2. 
Or, in other words, he's true and juſt in all his dealing. "He 3 
doth not back bite bis Neighbour with his Tongue, nor doth | 
Evil to him, nor taketh up a Reproach againſt him. P/ 1 5. 3. 
Much leſs will he flander the Foot- ſte ps of God's , 


'H 
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P/. 89. 51. or demean himſeif either as a factious, or pragma» 
ical Perſon, and yet, he is one, in whoſe Eyes a vile Per- 
Jon is contemptible; P/. 15. 4. tho? at the ſame time, he ho- 
DHoureth them who fear the Lord. In ſhort, he will nar de- 
ou Fraud, or circumvent another in any matter: Theſſal. 4. 1. 6. 
put will render to all Men their juſt Dues, owing no Man any 
he hing, Rom. 13. 7, 8. with any fraudulent purpoſe of detain- 
ot ing it wrongfully from him, but to love one another. To 
he 2 one another !] a debt this! which tho? it be ever paying, 
ran yet never be fully diſcharged in this Lite, nor very pro- 
re, pably in the next. v4 
So that, whatever a good Man is about, he needs not fear 
he Reproaches of other Men, nor blame himſelf, nor be our 
ni- pf countenance ; having this rejoycing (or inward ſatisfacti- 
by pn whereat he may well rejoyce ) namely the Teſtimony of 
is Conſcience, that in Simplicity and godly Sincerity, 2 Cor. 
. 12. not with fleſhly Wiſdom (the little Tricks, and crafty 
Ahifciog Dealings that are roo common among the Sons of 
Men) but by the Grace of God, he has had bis Converſation 
bid in the World. | 
Io conclude this Particular, he who walketh uprightly, is 
| Fever. mindful of the one thing needful ; even of that good 
his Part, which ſhall not be taken away from him. Luke 10. 42. 
or, And to this End, he keeps his Conſcience awake, bearkening 
er; Fo it's Admonitions and Reproofs. He guards againſt al Temp- 
nation, calling upon God, for the ſeaſonable Aid and Succours 
His Grace and good Spirit, to ſupport him under, and to, 
arry him thro them all. To which; he alſo adds his own. 
Felt Endeavours, as to beat down the Body, with it's Aﬀe- 
and tions and Luſts, and to keep it in ſubjection, or in Tempe- 
*Wnce, Sobriety and Chaſtity : 1 Cor. 9. 27. So alſo to be ro- 
ngs f wed in the Spirit of his mind; Epbeſ. 4. 23. and to put on 
eth Wc new Man, which after (the Similitude of) God, is created, 
5-2. righteouſneſs and true holineſs. Epbeſ. 4. 22, 24. | 
He And this pith of Perfection a good Man firives and labours 
oth h attain to; as knowing, that the Will of God is our Satis- 
. 3. ction; and that every one who nam eth the Name of Chriſt, 
ed; Pould not only depart from Iniquity ; but alſo know how to 
a * ö | poll el 


make manifeſt the Counſels of the Hearts, 1 Cor. 4. 
at that day, ſhall oppreſſed Virtue hold up her Head, and the 
Righteous ſhall their Rand in. great Boldneſz, and be fee up- 


( 12 ) | * 
poſſeſs his Veſſel, or Body, in Sanctification and Honour, not rr 
in the Luſt of Concupiſcence, even as they who knew not 
God, 1 Theſſal. 4. 3s 275 2 

And as a wiſe and good Man acts thus prudently in reſpect 
of the End of his Actions, or their Tendency, with regard to 
the Life that now is; and in reſpe of the agreeable Means 
alſo which he makes uſe of in order to it's attainment : So it 
muſt needs be ſaid in the next place, and 2 

Sixt hiy, That the upright Man's wiſdom is eminently ſeen 7 
and diſplayed in it's remoteſt Views; or in reſpec of the final 
Iflue, or of the laſt Reſult and Event of thingss : I mean that 
immenſe Reward, which is laid up in Store for ſuch who fear 
the Lord and ſerve Him in Sincerity. 4 
For, tho upright dealing often meets with very unworthy 
Returns from Men, Joſh. 24. 14. and thoſe who uſe it are i ; 
treated, and miſuſed, and trampled under foot of Men, as the ©: 
mire of the Streets, becaufe when Sinners entice them, Prov. 


1. Io, they will not conſent to go in their way: yet there i; ©: 
a God over all, the Judge of the Earth, who cannot but do 
right: Gen. 18. 2.5. and who without reſpect of Perſons, will 1 
at haſt render to every Man according to his Deeds. Rom. 2. 6. © a 


And then we ſurely know, that it ſhall be well with them that 
fear God, who do now fear before Him; Eccleſe 8. I 2. and 
that verily there 4 Reward for the Rigbteoas. Plal. 58. 11. th: 

In the mean time, this World is a place of Probation ; *tis as 


a a ſort of fiery Furnace in which good Men are as it were, re- its 


fined and purified, like Gold that is purged ſeven times in the Te 
Fife: And yet, fo lender a pittance of this World's good nei 
things (as they are called) as many good Men have allotted we 
them in hand; the Goodneſs of God to them appears, in that voi 
He hath reſerved the better Part, and the greater Portion, of Lo 
the promiſed Inheritance in Reverſion, even till the Day of Ap! 
Recompences, when every Man's work ſhall be manifeſt, and "Went 
God ſhall judge the fecrers of Men by Jeſus Chriſt ; Rom. 2 
76. ſhall bring to light the hidden things of Darkneſs, and 
5. Then, 


right, 
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not right, or juſtified, in the laſt Judgment of the great and ter- 
not rible Day of Doom. Wiſd. 5. At what time the Wicked ſhall 
go away into everlaſting Puniſhment, but the Righteous into 
ect Life eternal, Marth. 25. 46. 
to And thus, if we do believe or dare truſt God for it, the 
ans Work of Righteouſneſs ſhall be Peace, and the effect of ir 
> it Quietneſs and Aſſurance for ever. Jai. 32. 17. Now, 
Ol what has hitherto been ſaid this is the Sum; that the 

zen Way of the Upright is a ſure or ſecure Way to walk in; and 
nal it is ſo whether we conſider, either (1.) The excellency of 
hat Integrity in it ſelf ; or elſe (2.) The Wiſdom of it; as they 
ear who chuſe to walk in that way, and ſteadily to purſue 
their Courſe, are ſecure of being in the Right Way, than 
that they have a firm Ground to proceed on; as alſo, they 
ell 3. are in a fair and pleaſant ; 4. and withal in a Creditable 
the and a Reputable Way; 5. that the End they propoſe is only 
% Good: and the means they uſe to compaſs it by are agree- 
e is able; and finally, that in the Iſſue or laſt Reſult and Event 
do of things, 7. the Upright in Heart are aſſured of ſuch an im- 
will 8 © menſe Reward, as is as much beyond what they can imagine 
. 6. © as what they can deſerve. 
hat And now it only remains, that in a few Words I make ſome 
and Application of what has been ſaid, and ſo conclude. Now 
11. that which will effectually recommend Integrity to as many 

as havea good Diſpoſition to it, is the Conſideration both of 
re- Wits tranſcendent Nature, and of its advantageous End and 
the Tendency. So that to walk uprightly,and to work Rightecuſ- 
0d neſs, are no leſs our trueſt Intereſt than our bounden Duty, if 
red we do but conſider, (t.) That Uprightneſs procures us the Fa- 
vour and Acceptance of Almighty God, thro? Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. Then (2.) That it obtains the general Applauſe and 
Approbation of Men. And (3.) Laſtly, that it adminiſters pre- 


and ent Eaſe and Comfort, Tranquillity of Mind and Peace of 
. 2. Conſcience, and (. which is yer more) future Security alſo. 
and I only mention theſe Motives, to an upright Converſation, 


at preſent, as confidering to whom I am now ſpeaking. By 
the Permiſſion then, I would cloſe all up with a few Words to my 
up- reverend Erethren of the Clergy, upon this Occaſion, | 
br, And 
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And here I beg leave to put you in mind, that if what hat Ihe 

been ſaid concerns all Men, then ſurely much more us; as wis 
are not only to inſtruct, but alſo to lead the People committed 
to our Charge, by our Example. And ſeeing moſt Men have Pol 

more regard to what they ſee, than to what they hear: Lei 
me ask, in the Words of St. James, Who-is a wiſe Man, and eh 
endued with Knowledge among ſt you? let him ſhew out of a good 
Converſation bis Works with meekneſs of Wiſdom. Jam. 3. 13. . 
And this let us do, by being at peace with, and by loving el 
one another; by not ſtrerching our ſelves beyond, nor boaſt- m 
ing of things without our meaſure : 2 Cor. 10. 14, 15. Bui ! 
rather let us obey them who have the Rule over us, and ſub- go 
mit our ſelves: Heb. 13. 17. And this is what both the Na- ! 
ture and the End of all Society require; if at leaſt we prefer pft: 
the living quiet and peaceable Lives, in all Godlineſs and Ho- en 
neſty, to Anarch, Confuſion, and every evil Work. 1 Tim. 2. 2 Pxt 
Ion that tho we walk never ſo circumſpectly in a licenti- PA 
ous Age, and an ill- natur d World, yet muſt we expect to nd 


good n and be content to be repreſented as Deceivers: 
2 Cor. 6. 4 1 ht 


a crooked and perverſe Generation, and ſhine as Lights among f 


them: Phil, 2. 15. Then ſhall we have great reaſon to re- 
Joice, and to be exceeding glad at the laſt, becauſe great ſhall 8%" 
our Reward be in Heaven. Matth. 5. 12. 1 
In the mean time, if the Days are evil, and Iniquity every F 
where abounds, we have by ſo much, the greater reaſon, a 
well by the Integrity of our Lives, as by the Soundneſs of out 
Doctrine, to labour to reform them, and to do our utmoſt En- 
deavour, that (as bad times do often prove the occaſion of 
good Laws) ſo, when more by our Misfortune than our Fault, 


we fall upon ſuch, to let them make us good Men, and co Prin 
approve our Sincerity in the day of our greateſt Diſtreſs and WW,” 
TYM." | | Lea 3x 
And if we do thus, then tho the Men of the Earth be ne- + 
ver ſo unquier, yet ſhall we not be moved, but ſhall be re- e 
freſhed in the abundance of that Peace, P/al. 46. 5. which 1, 
8 | 8 the 


= 
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hat he noiſy World can no more _ — give, 


Let Us then by walking uprightly walk alſo ſurely ; or, 


* rl Sd zeg, boldly, And as this is what well becomes that 
are poſt we hold under the Captain of our Salvation, in the 


Le“ hurch militant : Epbeſ. G. 13. So let us take unto us the 
hole Armour of God, and quit us like Men in our ſpiritual 
Warfare. 1 Cor. 16. 13. To which purpoſe let us be content, 
Is to aſſert, ſo to exerciſe thoſe Functions, wherein the Goſ- 
. pel Charter has inveſted us; carefully avoiding both Extremes; 
; mean on the one hand thoſe aſſuming Heights, which have 
Bu pf late been advanced among us, (*tis to be feared upon no 
g b. good Deſign) and which in their Conſequence at leaſt, ſeem 
Na. Jo interfere with, if not to ſtrike alſo at, the very foundation 
e., ef the Reformation; and thoſe no leſs unreaſonable F Depreſ- 
. Pons on the other hand, by which ſome, under pretence of af- 
, rting our Rights, have made no ſcruple to betray them; and 
. particularly by laying the ſeveral Orders of Biſhops, Prieſts 
nd Deacons on the ſame level with the very Beaſts of the Peo- 
ple. As if there was no medium between too much Power, and 
Done at all; or, as if there were no other way left ro ſecure the 
'1. Church of Chriſt trom a bare poſſibility (and God be praiſed 
or it, on our parts, a very remote one too) of her Gover- 
*Dors and Miniſters Tyranny and Uſurpation, or of ther being 
Lords over God's Heritage; but only the throwing all in com- 
hall Hon, which is in other Words, to take away the Hedge, and 
pull down the Wall of this Vineyard of the Lord. The Con- 
«ry quence of which being the lay ing it waſte, and the depriving 

4 of all due Cultivation, was ſo far from being looked on as 
i Bleſling heretofore, that it was indeed inflicted as a Curſe on 


our 
En- De Houſe of 1/rae} and onthe Men of Judab; that is, upon 
ole Jewiſh Church; as appears from Iſai. 5. 5,6, &c. 
ult, vn. The Flings that hawe been made at the Supremacy of Chiſtian 
to Princes; the Independency of the Church upon the State; and the Project 


f an nien betwixt the Church of England and the Gallican Church, of 
phich the Pope was to be the Viaculum. So the Author of the Regale and 
ontif. 

ner Þ Rights of the Chriſtian Church, Chap, 2, 3, 4, 9. in divers Para- 
re- raphs, Viz. p. 11, 22, 24, 69, 75, 76, 78, $0, 84, 85, 104, 107, 118, 
lich 1, 127, 132, Cc. 

the I fy 
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1 fay therefore ( with ſubmiſſion) that under ſuch unkappy Circum 
ances, we ſhall do very well, no longer to amuſe one another with ima. 
ginary Dangers, bur to guard againſt the real ones. And in order to it, lex 
us lay aſide our unaccountable Animoſities, and let us love as Brethren, 
and unite as well in our Affections as in our common Intereſts ; 1 Per, . 
8. being like Men ef one Mind in an Houſe, And the rather, becauſe un- 
der God, this is the moſt effectual Courſe, we can take, both to ſecure the 
ſtability of our moſt holy Religion, and all under one, to conſult our own 
Safety and Preſervation alſo. 

And if theſe Intereſts, even our Religious and Civil Rights, are as dear 
to us as they ought to be, then let us pray with one accord for the Peace 
of our Jeruſalem, and that all who love her may proſper. Pſal. 122. 6 
And let us endeavour alſo what in us lies, to baffle the undermining Deſign 
of thoſe,” who have long expected to find their Account, in ſerting us at 
variance within our ſelves, and by daſhing us one againſt another. 
' To obviate which, and (if poſhble ) to lengthen our Tranquillity, let 
us pray God to give us all a duc fight of our Sins, and a deep ſenſe of on 
Danger; and to direct us to ſuch Mcans as may moſt effectually deliver u 
from both; beſeeching his Divine Majeſty to enable us to hold the Myſtet 
of the Faith in a pure Conſcience; 1 Im. 3. 9. to keep the Unity of th 
Spirit in the Bond ot Peace; Eph, 4. 3. and to attemper the Wiſdom d 
the Serpent with the Innocency of the Dove. Marth. 10. 16. 

Aud when once we are brought to this happy Chriſtian Temper, thet 
will our Church flouriſh and become like Mount Zion of old, Pſal, 48. 
the Joy of the whole Karth, and the Glory of all Lands. Exel. 20. 6. Fe 
then (and not till then) will her Unity within her ſelf be entire, 
Breaches be repair d, her Diſcipline reſtor d, her Charity enlarged, at 
her Pence and laſting Concord ſhall be eſtabliſhed, even as long as tf 
Sun and the Moon endureth. 

And therefore to conclude all, that in contemplation of all theſe Incfl 
mable Bleſſings, and in order to their attainment, the Peace of God whi 
paſeth al underſtanding may keep our heart; and minds, thro' Chriſt Jeſu 
Phil. 4. 7, 8, 9. let me exhort'you Brethren, whatſoever things are tv 
whatſoever things are honeſt, whatſeever things are juſt, whatſotv 
things are lovely, whatſaever things are of good report: if there be 4 
virtae, and if there be any praiſe, think on theſe things. Thoſe thin 
which ye have both learned and recetued de: and the God of Pea 
ſeall be with you. | | | 

Aud may that God of Peace ſanfify you wholly : and I pray God th 
gour whole Spirit, and Soul, ind Boay be preſerved blameleſs unto the 
ming of our Lord Jeſus Chrift.1 Thel, 5,23. 76-whom be Glory, both 


and for ever. Amen. 


